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BAZI KUR’AN KISSALARININ iLMi VE EDEBI TAHLILi

Mehmet KILICARSLAN*

OZET

Kur’an bunyesinde 27’si peygamberlerle, 130 de diger kisi ve
topluluklara ilgili olan toplam 40 farkhh kissa bulunur. Bu kissalarin
anlatildig1 ayetlerin sayisi, toplam Kur’an ayetlerinin dértte birinden biraz
fazladir. Bu miktarin tgte bir, hatta Ucte iki oldugunu sdyleyenler de
vardir. Hz. Adem’in yaratilisiyla baslayip Hz. Muhammed’in dogumundan
hemen 6nce gerceklesen Fil Vakasi’na kadarki genis bir aralikta, insanlik
tarihine yonelik en saglam bilgi kaynagi, Kur’an kissalaridir. Normal
edebi metinlerden cok farkli bir anlatim tslubu bulunan bu kissalarin
ortak temasi, tevhid; ortak amaci da, dinleyicinin bunlardan ders
almasidir. Kissalarin, Hz. Peygamber’in peygamberligini ispat, anlatilan
guzellikleri gértip onlara ragbet etme, cirkinlikleri goértip onlardan
sakinma, yasamda tesadtftin olmadigini ve her seyin mutlak bir iradenin
mesietine gore yuraduginu gorme, teselli olma/verme gibi yan amaclari
da vardir. Tim bu amaclarin gerceklesmesi, kissalarin ilmi ve edebi
yénden tahlil edilmesine; onlardaki mesajlarin dogru sekilde
belirlenmesine baglidir. Kissalar1 anlatan evrenin ve dillerin Yaraticisi
olunca, onlarda cesitli ilmi ve edebi inceliklerin olmasi kag¢inilmazdir.
Kissalarda, her okuyucunun fark edecegi acik mesajlar oldugu gibi;
Arapca, belagat, tefsir, siyer, hadis ve akaid ilimlerinin verileri 1s1g1nda
yapilacak tahlil ve analizler sonucu ulasilabilecek kismen kapali mesajlar
da vardir. Dolayisiyla genel anlamda ilim erbabinin 6zelde de Kur’an
yorumcularinin Kur’an’da boylesine biiytk bir yektin tutan kissalar: 6zel
olarak ele almas1 ve giicleri yettigince onlardaki detaylar: ortaya koymasi
gerekir. Bu calisma, hem acik hem de kismen kapali olan mesajlarin
ortaya cikarilmasina yonelik bir denemedir. Benzer bir calismanin tim
Kur’an kissalarina uygulanmasi durumunda Orneklik yapmasi
hedeflenmistir.
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THE SCIENTIFIC AND LITERARY ANALYSIS OF SOME OF
THE QUR'ANIC STORIES

ABSTRACT

There are totally 40 different stories in the Qur’an, 27 of which are
related with the prophets and 13 are related with other people and
communities. The number of the ayah’s in which these stories are related
is a bit more than quarter of the total number of ayah’s. Further more,
some tells that this proportion is one third or even two third. The most
reliable source for information regarding the history of humanity
beginning from the prophet Adam till the year of the elephant which is
just before the birth of the prophet Muhammad are Quranic stories. The
common theme of these stories which have a too much different style of
expression compared to regular literary texts is unity (tawheed) and
common aim is to give lessons to the audience. There are secondary
purposes of the stories such as proving the prophethood of the prophet
Muhammad, to encourage good deeds and to avoid bad deeds, to Show
that nothing is coincidental in the life and everything happens in
accordance with an absolute command, and to relieve pain. The
realization of all of these aims depend on anlayzing the stories literally
and scholarly, and defining the message given in them in a right way. It
is inevitable that there should be scientific and literary subtilities in them
as their narrator is the creator of the univese and the languages. In
stories, there are both open messages that every reader can pick it out
and also implicit messages that can be reached out only in the light of
the sciences such as Arabic language, rhetoric, prophetic biography,
tafseer, hadith and aqaid (doctrine). Thus, it is necessary for the people
of sciences in general and for the interpreters of the Quran in particular
to deal with those stories which add up to a huge portion of the Quran
with a special focus and to reveal the details of them as much as they
can. This study, is an attempt for revealing both the open messages and
implicit messages. It is aimed to be a sample for a similar study for all of
the Quranic stories.

STRUCTURED ABSTRACT

The Qur'anic stories, the strongest source of information for human
history, create a little more than a quarter of the total Qur'anic verses.
Once the verses that include the passages related to the Prophet
Muhammad, this ratio easily reaches the half of the Qur'anic verses.
Starting with the creation of Adam and ending with some of the events
related to the life of the Prophet Muhammad up to the 630s (A.D.), the
Qur’anic stories are valuable source of knowledge, since the ultimate
source is God Himself. Therefore, there are not comparable with any of
the other sources in history. 27 of these stories are related to the
prophets, 13 of them are related to other people and communities, and
in total 40 different stories are told. However, the Qur'an's narrative style
is certainly not the same as normal literary texts; It does not consist of
input, development and result parts. Heroes, place and time are not
available in every story. For whatever purpose he gives an event he talks
about, he deals with the story in a way that will make the purpose stand
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out. For this reason, some stories are repeated in the Qur'an. These
repetitions are not boring, nor are they copies of one another, as each
version of the same narrative deals with a different dimension. The main
point of these stories is to prove Muhammad’s prophethood. An
uneducated man narrating the stories that are directed to all history and
in a way that they are to a large extent in harmony with the previous
divine books; moreover, sometimes giving a correct account of them by
correcting the historical mistakes in them are considered to be the proofs
for his prophethood. The narrations about future events such as the
Byzantine-Persia war coming true also shows that the source of the
Qur'anic narrations is revelation. There is a goal such as the
establishment of the belief in oneness of Allah and the removal of any
kind of polytheism. In the stories, the struggles of the prophets against
those who disobey their invitation and who have gods outside Allah and
also how the believers were being persecuted by those who did not believe
are being narrated. It is emphasized that believers are supported by Allah
and the unbelievers will suffer punishment. Thus, on one hand the
believers are being comforted and on the other hand the disbelievers are
being threatened by telling them what has happened to those who were
like them. One of the purposes of the stories is to send a message over
the mistakes of the past nations, to make the reader take lessons. The
stories of the lives of the previous nations are presented with the aim of
making sure that the beauty of them is taken as an example and that to
see the ugliness and mistakes in order not to fall into the same mistakes.
They try to transfer various moral beauties such as honesty, diligence,
truthfulness into the hearts. One of the benefit of stories is also making
the Qur'anic narrative beautiful. Constantly the same tense, based on
abstract concepts, causes the listeners to be distracted and not receive
the messages to be given. However, thanks to the stories, the Qur'anic
narrative acquires a vigor, it catches the attention of the listeners and
ensures that the messages are being concentrated by them. The
realization of these aims that we have been talking about depends on the
understanding of them and the taking of their messages. However, it is a
fact that while some messages in the stories are clear and understandable
by everyone, some others understandable only by those who are truly
owner of knowledge. For the Qur'an is the word of the Lord of the Worlds.
It addresses both those who read and write and those who do not; both
city-dweller and village-dweller, as well as man and woman. Anyone can
find something in it for his or her own sake. For this reason, the language
of the Qur'an has its own unique structure. It uses simple and short
sentences as well as many literary arts in some of its verses. Sometimes
it deals with scientific, philosophical and deep theological issues. Such
artistic, scientific, and philosophical expressions cannot be expected for
every ordinary person to understand them. The profound narratives and
all the unclear messages on its part should be dealt with by experts in
the light of the knowledge of Arabic, Tafsir, the life of the Prophet
Muhammad, Hadith and Kalam. In this study, five of the Qur'anic poems
are taken as an example; Firstly, the clear messages that everyone can
easily understand are determined. Later, it is analyzed how literary arts
and the use of these arts enrich themselves in the stories. Again, the
philosophical messages desired to be given through the stories have been
put forward and the intelligible debates that the Qur'an make with
listeners are being determined. It has been argued that the people of the
past period are not very different from the people of today in the light of

Turkish Studies
Volume 13/9, Spring 2018



152 Mehmet KILICARSLAN

the analysis about human psychology. The method in this article needs
to be applied to all Qur'anic stories and it aims to be an example in this
regard.

Keywords: Qur’an, Expression, Method, Narration, Message.
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