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KORTIK TEPE 2000 KAZILARI'

Vecihi Ozkaya, Oya San ve Handan Yildizhan

Ilisu Baraj Golii iginde kalacak olan Kortik Tepe (yoresel ismiyle Kotik ya Kotuk Tepe)
Diyarbakir ili, Bismil igesi, Ag1l K6yii yakinlarinda yer almaktadir (Sekil 1). Halen bir
tarim alan1 olarak degerlendirilen Kortik Tepe, yaklagik olarak 50 x 100 m genigliZinde
bir alan1 kapsamaktadir (Sekil 2). Yakin gevresindeki yerlesim birimleriyle baglantist
dikkate alindiginda, daha genis yayilim gosterdigi anlagilmaktadir. Bunlardan biri
hoyiigiin kuzeydogusunda yer alan ve giiniimiizde mezarlik olarak kullanilan Ziyaret
Tepe’dir. Uzerinde bir yatir bulunan hoyiik, dogrudan Kortik Tepe ile baglantili olup,
genis bir alana yayilmig yerlesimin daha ge¢ dénemini temsil etmektedir. Yine Kortik
Tepe’nin kuzeyindeki Asag1 Sazlik Mevkii de benzeri sekilde, bu yayilimin diger bir
pargast durumundadir. Kisaca, Kortik Tepe; kuzeydogusundaki Ziyaret Tepe ve
kuzeyindeki Asagi Sazlik Mezrasi altinda kalan alanla birlikte bir biitiinliik
olugturmaktadir.

Son yillarda Giineydogu Anadolu’da Firat boyunca insa edilen Keban, Karakaya ve
Atatiirk Barajlari etkilenme alanlarinda yapilan kazilar, daha 6nce yeterince bilinmeyen
bolge arkeolojisinin gelismesinde etken olmus, genel ve bolgesel kiiltiir birikimleri ve
aralarindaki iligkilere yeni yaklagimlar getirmistir. 1991 yilinda G.Algaze’nin Ihisu
Baraji etkilenme alaninda yaptigi yiizey aragtirmasinda tesbit edilen Kortik Tepe
Hoyiigii (Algaze-Rosenberg 1990; Algaze 1992), Batman - Bismil arasinda, Batman Su
ve Dicle Nehri’nin kesistigi bolgede yer alan konumuyla, bolgede bilinen Onemli
Neolitik yerlesimlerle kosutluklar sergilemektedir. '

Bu yil hoyiiktesiurh bir alanda gergeklestirilen kazilar, yerlesimin mimarisi hakkinda
heniiz bilgi vermekten uzaktir. Ug ayr1 agmada (A 1, A 2, A 3) gergeklestirilen kazilarda
30-40 cm derinlikten sonra Akeramik Neolitik Donem 6zellikleri gdsteren tabakalar
gelmistir.

*  Giineydogu Anadolu Projesi Kapsaminda, ODTU Tarihsel Cevre Degerlerini Arastirma Merkezi (TACDAM)
esgiidiimiinde yiiriitiilen “Ilisu ve ve Karkamig Baraj Golleri Altinda Kalacak Kiiltiir Varliklarinin Belgelenmesi ve
Kurtarilmasi” projesi gergevesinde gerceklestirilen kazilara katkilarindan dolay:r Prof.Dr. N. Tuna (TACDAM
Bagkani), S. Kiigiik, Diyarbakir Miize Miidiirii N. inal ve Ahmet Caltekin Bakanlik Temsilcimiz H. Kalsen ve H.
Yildizhan, D. Kaplan, A. Binici, Faysal Al, 1. Solak ve 6grencilerimize tegekkiirii borg bilirim.
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Buluntularin karakterinden tanimlanabilen Akeramik Neolitik evre, Hallan Cemi’de
oldugu gibi (Rosenberg 1993) yiizey topragindan hemen sonra baglamaktadir. Her iig
agmada da yapilan kazilar sonucunda iskeletler, degisik kiiciik buluntular ve duvar
kalintilar1 ortaya ¢ikarilmistir. Islevleri, olasi 6zgiin yapilari ve agmalarin
genigletilememesinden kaynaklanan nedenlerle uzantilari belirlenemeyen duvarlar,
bazi agmalarda (A 1) daha ¢ok gomiilerle baglantili goriiniim sergilemistir. Tarim
tahribati nedeniyle 6zgiin dokulari bozulmug olmakla birlikte, genelde gomiiler
cevresinde yoZunlasan ve dairesel bigim gosteren sozkonusu duvarlar islenmemis
taglardan yapilmgtir. Alanda bazi ates ¢ukurlar1 ve tabana agilmig ¢ukurlara yar1 hocker
tarzda yatirilmig iskeletler belirlenmistir. Yerlegimin bu karakteri Cay6nii’niin en erken
yerlesim evreleriyle kosutluk gostermektedir (Ozdogan et al. 1993: 87).

Yiizeye yakin olmalar1 nedeniyle tahrip olmus gomiiler, kendi aralarinda yon birligi
gostermemekte (Sekil 3-6) ve 6zgiin bir gomii tarzi yansitmamaktadir. Cogunlugu
dogu-bati, digerleri ise farkli dogrultularda olup; sirtiistii ve yar1 hocker bi¢iminde, basit
toprak gomiilerdir. Birkag 6rnek diginda (Sekil 3-4), cogunlugu ya kafatasi ya da govde
halinde korunmugtur (Sekil 3). Farkli gomii bicimleri (dorsal ve yar1 hocker) ve gomii
hediyeleri, birden fazla yerel gomii geleneginin varligina yorumlanabilir. Gomii
hediyeleri, genelde g¢akmaktagindan kiigiik boncuklar, farkli hammaddelerden
(cakmaktagi, obsidyen) yapilmis aletler ve asindirma yontemiyle iiretilmis tas
vazolardan olugsmaktadir (Sekil 5-6). Ayrica, fazla yaygin olmasa da, gomiilerle birlikte
saptanan bazi hayvan kemikleri, olasi 6l kiiltii térenlerinin izleri olabilirler. Gomii
gelenekleri, gomii hediyeleri ve kiilt torenleri konusunda daha aydinlatici verilere
ulagmak, ancak kazilarin devaminda belirlenebilecektir. Ancak gomii bigimleri Cayonii
ile benzerlikler gostermektedir (Ozdogan et al. 1994: 107).

Her ti¢ agmada da ayni kiiltiir tabakasi ortaya ¢ikarilmugtir. Nitekim, Al agmasinda
oldugu gibi, A2 agmasinda da islenmemis kaba taglardan olusturulmus duvarlarin
arasinda insan iskeletleri yer almaktadir (Sekil 4). Kendi aralarinda organik biitiinliik
gostermeyen duvar kalintilari, A1 agmasinda oldugu gibi, olasilikla gomiiyle baglantili
donanimlar olmalidirlar. Digerlerine oranla daha iyi korunmus iskeletlerin biiyiik
cogunlugu dogu-bat1 dogrultusunda yerlestirilmistir (Sekil 4). A1 agmasinda goriildigii
kadar gomii hediyesi i¢cermeseler de, sikigtirllmig toprak iizerinde sirtiistii ya da yari
hocker tarzda gomiilmeleri ortak 6zellik olarak yorumlanabilir. Az sayida da olsa,
bulunan obsidyen alet pargalar1 ve diger kiiciik tag buluntular Al ile ortak karakter
sergilemektedir.

Al ve A2’ye oranla yiizeye daha yakin derinlikte buluntu veren A3 agmasi da, genel
karakteri bakimindan, digerlerine benzemektedir (Sekil 5-6). Bununla beraber, zengin
buluntulariyla ayricalik gosterir. Bu agmada da iglevleri ve dokulari yeterince
anlagilamayan ve mimari bir birimin temeli olma 6zelliginden yoksun duvar kalintilari
ortaya cikariltilmisti. Duvarlarin aralarina rastgele yerlestirilmis iskeletler, yiizeye
yakin olmalar1 nedeniyle tahrip olmuslardir. Bazilar1 salt birka¢ kemik pargcasindan
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ibaret olan iskeletler, yine de gomii tarzi ve gelenekleri konusunda bilgi verebilecek
bazi aynntilar yansitmaktadirlar. Bu veriler degerlendirildiginde, diger acmalarda da
saptandig tizere, tek tip gdmii tarzinin olmadigi ve yon birligi yansitmadiklari fakat
cogunun gomii hediyeleri igerdikleri goriilmiistir. Agmanin Onemi icerdigi zengin
gémii hediyelerinden kaynaklanmaktadir. Gémii hediyeleri cakmaktast ve bir tiir
yesilimtrak tasa islenmig farkli boyutlardaki boncuklardan olugturulmus kolyeler
(Sekil 17-19), siyahims: kumtagina iglenmis tas vazolar (Sekil 7-14) ve bazi kemik
aletlerden olugmaktadir. Bunlar arasinda, kuskusuz, en onemli bulgular siirtme
yontemiyle iiretilmig tas vazolardir. Kolay islenebilir grimsi siyah kumtasina iglenmis
vazolar, malzemeleri bakimindan homojen bir yapiya sahiptirler. Islendikleri
malzemenin yerel olup olmadig1 konusunda kesin verilere sahip olmamakla beraber,
gerek hoyiik gerekse gevresinde benzer nitelikli taglarin bulunmayist, malzemenin
farkl bir kaynaktan saglanmis olabilecegini diistindiirmektedir.

Siirtme ya da agindirma yontemiyle {iretilen vazolarin oncelikle kabaca
sekillendirildikleri; daha sonra, ylizeylerinin torpiilenerek  parlatildiklari
anlagilmaktadir. Biitiin bu is¢ilikler, vazo yiizeylerinde agik olarak goriilebilen izlerden
bellidir. Bazilarinin yiizeyleri ise daha ince iscilikli ve daha parlak bir goriiniime
sahiptir.

Vazolarin ¢ok azi bezemesiz (Sekil 7, 11), digerleri ise geometrik kazi bezeklidirler
(Sekil 8, 9-10, 12, 13-14). Olasilikla ¢akmaktagi ya da obsidyen aletlerle yapilmig
bezemeler, teknik acgidan benzerlikler yansitmakla beraber, Orgeleri bakimindan
cesitlilikler gosterirler. Genellikle iskeletlerle baglantili olarak ortaya ¢ikarildiklar igin,
cogunlugu goémii hediyesi olarak degerlendirilmiglerdir. Bunun yanisira, bazilar da
iskeletlerden bagimsiz sekilde bulunmustur. Bir iskeletin gogsiine yerlestirilmis kiigiik
bir 6rnek haric (Sekil 6), digerlerinin tamami kirilmig bigimde ele gegirildiklerinden
vazolarin gomiitlere olasilikla bilingli olarak kirilip konuldugu diigiinilmektedir.
Cogunlugu tamamlanabilir halde olan vazolari, bicim ve bezemeleri bakimindan
siniflamak olasidir.

[k grubu bezemesiz vazolar olugturmaktadr. Herhangi bir bezeme icermeyen yalin
vazolar, yayvan govdeli genis agizli ganaklar (Sekil 7) ile tabana dogru daralan dik
derin govdeli oval vazolardir (Sekil 11). Karin kesiminde genis bir profile sahip yayvan
canaklar tabana dogru giderek daralmakla beraber, genis oturma yiizeyine sahiptirler.
Akict ve diizgiin bigim sergileyen oval govdeli vazolarin agiz kenarlarinda gézlemlenen
kiigiik matkap delikleri, kullamm amaglariyla baglantili olmalidir; yakin benzerleri
Hallan Cemi’den bilinmektedir (Rosenberg 1993: 120, Fig. 8; Rosenberg 1999: Fig. 3,
5

Ikinci grup vazolar bi¢im olarak ilk gruba benzemekle birlikte, bunlar; agiz
kenarlarinda ya da govde iizerinde yatay kusaklar icinde yer alan bezemeleriyle
farliliklar yansitan yalin ¢izik bezemeli vazolar, basik kiiresel govdeli, ice cekik agiz
kenarli ¢anaklar (Sekil 8), tabana dogru dik bir sekilde daralan genis agizli kadehler
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(Sekil 12) ve basik silindirik gévdeli vazolardan olugur. Bu ikinci grup daha 6zenli bir
iscilik yansitmaktadir. Ozellikle basik kiiresel canaklarda bigimsel biitiinliik ve agiz
kenarlarinin i¢ce dogru daralan yapisinda belirgin estetik kaygi goriiliir.

Bezemeli ve bezemesiz vazolarin bazilarinda agiz kenarlarina yatay islenmis kiiciik
delikler bulunmaktadir. Cidarlar1 bakimindan da daha ince ve 6zenli iscilik iceren
vazolar, geligkin 6rnekler durumundadir. Kiiresel gévdeli derin canaklar (Sekil 9-10)
ve daha biiyiik boyutlu basik oval-silindirik govdeli kadeh benzeri kaplar ti¢iincii grubu
olusturmaktadir (Sekil 13-14). Ozellikle canaklarda yogunlasan zengin geometri
bezeme, yatay alanlar icine yerlestirilmis tekrarli orgelerden olusur. Ana bezeme
kusaklar ise, igleri taranmig yatay ve dikey liggenlerle donanmustir (Sekil 9). Bu
sekilde bezemeye sahip derin ¢anaklarin alt yaris1 bezemesizdir. Kadehlerde ise bezeme
biitiin yiizeyi kusatmakta ve vazonun bigimiyle uyum gostermektedir. Canaklara oranla
daha yalin bezenmig olmalarina ragmen, bir 6rnekte dikey diizenlenmis zigzag cizgi
kiimelerinin arasindaki sayisal farklilik, hem bezemedeki tekdiizeligi gidermis, hem de
genel diizene canlilik katmistir (Sekil 14). Genelde figiirlii bezeme goriilmezken, 6zgiin
bir 6rnek lizerinde, vazonun genis karin alaninda 6zellikle vurgulanmais bir alanda, orak
benzeri iki nesne vardir (Sekil 13). Bos alanlar ise yine dikey zigzag cizgilerle
doldurulmugtur. Bezeme teknigi bakimidan Hallan Cemi iiriinlerini (Rosenberg 1999:
Fig. 3) hatirlatmakla beraber, 6zenli ve zengin Orgeleriyle daha geliskin 6zellikler
yansitirlar.

Genel anlamda degerlendirildiklerinde, bigim, iscilik ve bezemeleri bakimindan soz
konusu tag vazolar yalin, hantal ve bicimsel zenginlikten yoksun bir yapidan daha
zengin bezeme bigim ve Ozenli is¢ilige dogru belirgin bir gelisim gosterirler.
Dolayisiyla aym kiiltiir evresinde olasi bir sanatsal gelisimi yansitmalar1 agisindan ayri
bir 6nem olustururlar. Benzerleri Hallan Cemi (Rosenberg 1993: 119; Rosenberg - Inal
1994: Fig. 4) ve Mezra-Teleilat’dan bilinmektedir (Ozdogan 2000b: Fig. 3). Ancak,
ornekler kargilagtirildiginda, Kortik Tepe’nin daha geligkin bir diizeye sahip oldugu
anlasilmaktadir.

Bulunan tag aletler, tipleri bakimindan gesitlilik gosterirler. Bunlarin ¢ogunlugu el
degirmenleri, ofiitme taslari, havanelleri ve dibek taglaridir. Bunlara ek olarak,
islenebilir taglardan yapilmis, ogunlugu oval ya da yuvarlak olan ¢ok sayida soketli
taglar buluntular arasinda yer almaktadr. Ozenle islenmis kesici ve delici aletler de
bulunmugtur.

Kirectag1 ve siyahimsi yerel taga islenmis oval bigimli, ortalari delikli nesneler (Sekil
15), farkli boy ve agirliklara sahip olup, olasilikla agirlik olarak kullanilmug olmalidur]ar.
Iskeletlerle baglantili olarak bulunan bir grup kiregtagina iglenmis yuvarlak ve
ortalarindan delikli iri boyutlu nesneler ise, buluntu durumlari nedeniyle olasilikla siis
esyas1 olarak kullanilmis iri boncuklardir (Sekil 16).
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Tas vazolarda oldugu gibi, Kortik Tepe’nin tas aletleri, Cayon, Nevali Cori, Hallan
Cemi gibi diger Anadolu merkezlerinin bulgulariyla kosutluklar sergilemektedir.

Al, A2 ve A3 a¢malarinin her iiglinde de degisik takilar bulunmustur. Basta tag
malzemeye islenmis olanlar olmak iizere, gesitli hayvan kabuklari ve kemiklerini de
bunlarin arasinda sayilabilir. Ayrica balik omurgasi ve ¢ene kemiklerinden olusturulmusg
siis esyalar1 da ele ge¢mistir. Cene kemikleri ozellikle perdahlanmig ve cilalanmig
olmalariyla dikkat gekicidir. Bunlar da iskeletlerle baglantili olarak ortaya ¢ikartildiklari
icin gomii hediyesi goriiniimiindedirler.

Kuskusuz bunlar arasinda en 6nemlilerini boncuklar olugturmaktadir (Sekil 17-19). Bir
g6mii hediyesi olarak in situ halde ve 6zgiin dizili olarak korunmusg gerdanlik en ilging
buluntular arasindadir (Sekil 17-18). Bigimsel bozukluklar olmakla beraber, yaklagik .
yuvarlak bigimli ve mermerimsi yesilimtrak taga islenmis boncuklardan olugan
gerdanlik, belirli bir kurala gore dizilmistir. Her iki uctan, kiiglik boyutlu boncuklardan
baslamak kaydiyla, ortada giderek kalinlagan bir dizin sergileyen gerdanlik, geligkin bir
uygarligin 6zenli zevk iiriinii olarak ayirdedici bir Ozellige sahiptir. Bunlarin yanisira,
cakmaktagina islenmis silindirik bordo boncuklar da olduk¢a ¢ok sayida ele
gecirilmistir (Sekil 19). Dagmik halde iskeletlerle birlikte bulunan boncuklar,
gerdanlikta oldugu gibi, 6zenli bir ig¢ilige sahiptirler. Her iki grubun boncuklari da titiz
el is¢iliginin tiriinleridirler.

Minik boncuklar ise siyah ve sar renklerdedir. Topragin elenmesi sonucu ortaya
cikartilan bu boncuklar, digerleriyle birlikte, farkli sanat dallarinda oldugu gibi, zengin
bir birikimin 6zgiin iiriinleri durumundadirlar. :

Al ve A2 agmalarinda sarimtirak renkte yumugak karakterli taga iglenmis iki nesne
ozellikleri bakimindan farkli yap: sergilerler (Sekil 20). Yar kiiresel kesitleri, hafif
icbiikey yiizeyleri ve ince bir silme ile profillendirilen agiz kenarlariyla sdzkonusu
taglar, giindelik gereksinimler dogrultusunda kullamlmaya yonelik bir bicim
icermezler. 9 mm yiiksekliginde ve 35 cm ile 42 cm aras1 degisen caplara sahip bu
taglarm gomiilerle aym diizeyde ortaya cikartilmalari, olasi islevlerine de varsayimsal
aciklamalar getirmektedir. Dolayisiyla bunlart kiiltsel ama(;h' “sunu taglar1” olarak
degerlendirmek olasidir.

1.0 10. Binden itibaren Anadolu’nun dogu yarisinda, Cayonii (Ozdogan 1999: 35;
Ozdogan 2000a: 15), Nevala Cori (Hauptmann 1999: 70), Demirkdy (Rosenberg -
Peasnall 1998: 197) ve Hallan Cemi (Rosenberg 1994: 121; Rosenberg 1999: 25) gibi
merkezlerle temsil edilen geliskin Neolitik kiiltiir dizgesinin bir pargasi durumundaki
Kortik Tepe, daha baglangic asamasindaki kazilarda ortaya g¢ikarilan zengin
buluntulariyla ayr bir éneme sahiptir. Kortik Tepe, cagdagi yerlesimlerle kosutluklar
sergilemekle beraber, ayrintilarda daha geligkin bir kiiltiirlin temsilcisi durumundadir.
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Sekil 1 Kortik Tepe topografik harita

Figure 1 Kortik Tepe. Topographic map

Sekil 2 Kortik Tepe topografik plan
Figure 2 Kortik Tepe, topographic plan
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Sekil 4 A2 A¢masi, ayrinti
Figure 4 Trench A2, detail
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Sekil 5 A3 A¢mast, ayrinti ’
Figure 5 Trench A3, detail

Sekil 6 A3 Acmasi, ayrinti
Figure 6 Trench A3, detail
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Sekil 7 Bezemesiz tas canak
Figure 7 Undecorated stone bowl

Sekil 8 Yalin bezemeli tag canak
Figure 8 Plainly decorated stone bowl
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Sekil 9 Zengin bezemeli tas canak
Figure 9 Richly decorated stone bow!

Sekil 10 Zengin bezemeli tas canak
Figure 10 Richly decorated stone bowl
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Sekil 11 Yalwn silindirik vazo
Figure 11 Plain cylindrical vase -

Sekil 12 Yalin bezemeli kadeh

Figure 12 Plainly decorated
goblet

Sekil 13 Orak betimli vazo

Figure 13 Vase with depiction of
sickles
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Sekil 14  Konik govdeli
vazo

Figure 14 Conical
bodied vase

Sekil 15  Sap delikli tas
aletler

Figure 15 Stone tools
with handle
holes

Sekil 16  Iri tas
boncuklar

Figure 16 Large stone
beads
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\

Sekil 18  Gerdanligv olusturan tag boncuklar

Sekil 17 Gomi hedijesi gerdantk Figure 18 Stone beads forming the necklace

Figure 17 Burial gift: a necklace

Sekil 19  Gerdanligi olusturan tas boncuklar
Figure 19 Small flint beads

Sekil 20  Sunu tasi (?)
Figure 20 Offering stone (?)
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Kortik Tepe which will be left under the waters of the Ilisu Dam reservoir, is locally
known as Kotik or Kotuk Tepe. It is located near the village of Agil, in the district of
Bismil in the province of Diyarbakir (Figure 1). Kortik Tepe comprises an area of about
50 x 100 m and is at present used for agriculture (Figure 2). In regard to its conneetion
to settlement units in the near vicinity, one sees that it shows a wider area of expansion.
One of these is Ziyaret Tepe located to the northeast of the mound and presently used
as a cemetery. This mound, upon which is a saint’s tomb, is directly connected with
Kortik Tepe and represents a later period of the settlement, which was spread over a
wide area. Also the Asagi Sazlik locality, north of Kortik Tepe, in a similar way, is
another portion of this expanse. In brief, Kortik Tepe forms unity with Ziyaret Tepe to
the northeast and with the area underneath the Asagi Sazlik hamlet to the north.

In southeastern Anatolia the excavations of recent years, done in the areas affected by
the Keban, Karakay: and Atatiirk Dams built on Euphrates, have been a factor in the
development of the region’s archaeology, earlier insufficiently known, and have
brought new approaches to the general and regional cultural heritages and their
relations with one another. The mound of Kortik Tepe was identified in 1991 during a
survey conducted by G. Algaze in the area affected by the Ilisu Dam (Algaze-
Rosenberg 1990; Algaze 1992); by its location, in the region between Batman and
Bismil where Batman Su and Tigris intersect, it displays parallels with important
Neolithic settlements known in the region.

The excavations carried out this year in a limited area on the mound are still far from
yielding information concerning the architecture of the settlement. In digging carried
out in three separate trenches (Al, A2, A3), after a depth of 30 - 40 cm came layers
showing the characteristics of the Aceramic Neolithic Period.

*  For their contributions to the excavations carried out in the framework of “The Salvage and Documentation Project
of the Archaeological Heritage of the Ilisu and Carchemish Dam Reservoirs”, within the scope of the Southeastern
Anatolia Project and under the coordination of the METU Center for Research and Assessment of the Historic
Environment (TACDAM), I owe a debt of thanks to: Director of TACDAM Prof. Dr. N. Tuna, Sirma Kiigiik, N.
Inal, Director of Diyarbakir Museum Ahmet Caltekin, our Representative of the Ministry H. Kalsen, S. Kiigiik, H.
Yildizhan, D. Kaplan, A. Binici, Faysal Al, I Solak and to our students.
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As at Hallan Cemi (Rosenberg 1993), the Aceramic Neolithic phase, identifiable from
the character of the finds, begins immediately below the surface soil. In all three
trenches, as a result of excavations done, skeletons, various small finds and remains of
walls were uncovered. The walls’ extensions could not be revealed, nor their function
defined, because of possible original structures and the fact that the trenches could not
be widened. But in some trenches (A1) the walls mostly appear to be related to burials.
Because of damage due to agricultural activity the walls have lost their original
structure, yet they were generally concentrated around burials and showed a circular
form; they were made of unworked stones. In the area some fire pits and, in hollows
dug in the floor, skeletons lain in a semi-hocker fashion appeared. This character of the
settlement shows parallels with the earliest settlement phases of Cayonii (Ozdogan et
al.1993: 87).

Because they are near the surface the burials have been damaged; they do not show
uniformity of orientation among themselves (Figure 3-6) and do not reflect an original
burial style. They are simple earthen burials, most of them in an east-west orientation,
the others in various directions, and are in the dorsal or semi-hocker positions. Except
for a few examples (Figure 3-4), most are preserved as skulls or bodies (Figure 3). The
differing manners of burial (dorsal or semi-hocker) and the grave gifts may be
interpreted as the result of there being more than one local burial custom. The grave
gifts consist generally of small flint beads, tools made of differing raw materials (flint,
obsidian) and stone vases produced by the abraision method (Figure 5-6). Also, though
not very widespread, some animal bones identified together with the burials may be the
traces of probable ceremonies connected with the cult of the dead. To reach more
illuminating data on the subjects of burial customs, grave gifts and cult ceremonies will
only be possible with the continuation of the excavations. But the burial types and
burials show resemblance with Cayénii (Ozdogan et al. 1994: 107).

The same cultural layer was uncovered in all three trenches. As in trench A1, in trench
A2 also there were human skeletons among walls formed of unworked rough stones
(Figure 4). The walls, which do not show an organic whole among themselves, are
probably furnishings related to burial, as in trench Al. The great majority of the
skeletons, which were better preserved than the others, were set in an east-west
orientation (Figure 4). Though they do not contain as many grave gifts as are seen in
trench A1, their manner of burial, in a dorsal or semi-hocker fashion upon compacted
earth, may be interpreted as a characteristic in common. Also, though few in number,
the fragments of obsidian tools and other small stone finds that were found, display a
common character with Al.

Compared with Al and A2, trench A3 yielded finds at depths closer to the surface;
these also resembled the others from the aspect of general character (Figure 5-6).
Nevertheless, with its rich finds, it shows a difference. In this trench also the remains
of walls were uncovered. Again it has not been possible to understand sufficiently the
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walls’ function and fabric, and they lack the character of being the foundation of an
architectural unit. The skeletons, placed at random between the walls, have been
damaged because of their closeness to the surface. Some of the skeletons consist only
of a few bone fragments; however they reflect certain details that serve to give
information on the burial manner and customs. When one evaluates these data, one
sees that, as was determined in the other trenches, there is no single manner of burial,
the burials do not reflect a unity of orientation and most of them contain grave gifts.
The importance of the trench stems from the rich grave gifts that it contains. These
consist of various sized beads made of flint and a kind of greenish stone and the
necklaces made from them (Figure 17-19), of stone vases made from a blackish
sandstone (Figure 7-14), and some bone tools. Among them, doubtless the most
important are the stone vases made with the abrasion technique. The vases, made of an
easily worked grayish black sandstone, have a homogenous composition from the
aspect of material. Though we do not have firm data on the subject of whether their raw
material is local or not, the fact that stones of similar character are found neither on the
mound nor in its vicinity makes one think that the material may have been obtained
from some other source.

The vases were produced with the abrasion, or scraping, technique; one sees that they
were first roughly shaped and that later their surfaces were polished by filing. All this
workmanship is evident from the traces clearly seen on the vases’ surfaces. The
surfaces of some of them have an appearance of finer workmanship and are more
polished .

A very few of the vases are without decoration (Figure 7, 11), the others have incised
geometric decoration (Figure 8,9 -10, 12, 13-14). The decorations, probably made with
flint or obsidian tools, reflect similarities from the aspect of technique, but variety from
the standpoint of composition. Because they were generally uncovered in relation to
skeletons, most can be evaluated as grave gifts. However, some of them were found
independently of the skeletons. Except for one small specimen placed on the breast of
a skeleton (Figure 6), all the vases were obtained in broken form; it is thought that
some were probably deliberately broken and put in the burials. Most of the vases were
in a state that permitted completion; it is possible to class them according to form and
decoration.

The first group consists of undecorated vases. The plain vases including no decoration
are broad-bodied bowls with wide mouths (Figure 7) and oval vases with deep straight
bodies narrowing towards the base (Figure 11). The broad bowls have a wide profile
on the belly section and though they narrow towards the base, they have a wide setting
surface. The oval-bodied vases display a flowing and regular form. The small drill
holes one observes on their rims must be connected with the purpose of their use;
closely similar pieces are known from Hallan Cemi (Rosenberg 1993: 120, Fig. 8;
Rosenberg 1999: Fig. 3, 5).
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The second group of vases resembles the first in form, but this group consists of: vases
of simple line decoration that reflect a difference, with their decoration placed in
horizontal bands on their rims or bodies; squat globular-bodied bowls with inverted
rims (Figure 8), wide-rimmed goblets which narrow steeply towards the base (Figure
12); and vases with squat cylindrical bodies. This second group reflects a more careful
workmanship. Especially on the squat globular bowls one sees an obvious esthetic
concern in the unity of form and in the structure of their rims, narrowing towards the
interior.

On some of the decorated and undecorated vases there are small holes horizontally
opened in their rims. From the aspect of their walls also, the vases having finer and
more careful workmanship are advanced examples. Globular bodied deep bowls
(Figure 9-10) and larger sized goblet-like vessels with squat oval-cylindrical bodies
form the third group (Figure 13-14). The rich geometric decoration that is especially
concentrated in the bowls consists of repeated plaits which are set in horizontal areas.
As to the main decorative bands, these are furnished with horizontal and vertical
triangles whose interiors are hatched (Figure 9). In deep bowls having this form of
decoration the lower half is undecorated. As for goblets, the decoration surrounds the
whole surface and shows harmony with the form of the vessel. Although they are
more simply decorated in comparison with bowls, in one example the numerical
differences between the vertically arranged groups of zigzag lines not only avoids
monotony in the decoration but also adds liveliness to the general arrangement
(Figure 14). Figured decoration is not generally seen, but in one special example, on
the vase’s broad belly and in a specially emphasized area, there are two objects
resembling sickles (Figure 13). Empty areas are again filled with vertical zigzag lines.
From the standpoint of decorative technique they recall the products of Hallan Cemi
(Rosenberg 1999: Fig. 3), yet with their careful and rich plaiting they reflect more
advanced characteristics.

When they are evaluated in general from the aspects of their form, workmanship and
decoration, the stone vases in question show an obvious development from a structure
which is plain, clumsy and lacking in richness of form towards a richer manner of
decoration and careful workmanship. Thus, they reflect a probable artistic development
in the same cultural phase; from this aspect they are of distinct importance. Parallels
are known from Hallan Cemi (Rosenberg 1993: 119, Rosenberg - Inal 1994: Fig. 4) and
Mezraa-Teleilat (Ozdogan 2000b: Fig. 3). However, when the examples are compared,
it is seen that Kortik Tepe is at a more advanced level.

The stone tools that were found show variety in their types. Most of these are querns,
grinding stones, pestles and large stone mortars. In addition to these, there are
numerous oval or round objects made of workable stone among the finds. Besides
elaborate cutting and puncing tools are found.
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Obijects of ovoid form and having handle holes in their centers (Figure 15) are of
differing size and weights; made from limestone and a blackish local stone, they must
probably have been used as weights. Because of their find circumstances a group of
large objects found in relation to the skeletons are probably large beads used as
adornments (Figure 16). They are made of limestone, are round, and have holes in their
centres.

As with the stone vases, the stone tools of Kortik Tepe display parallels with the finds
of other Anatolian centres such as Cayonii, Nevali Cori and Hallan Cemi.

In all three trenches, A1, A2 and A3, various pieces of jewelery were found. Besides
those worked from stone material, the principal group, various animal shells and bones
can also be counted among these. Additionally, adornments formed of fish vertebrae
and jawbones were obtained. In particular the jawbones attract the attention by their
special burnishing and polishing. These also appear to be grave gifts, since they were
uncovered in relation to the skeletons.

Doubtless the most important among these are the beads (Figure 17-19). Found in situ
as a grave gift and still preserving its original order of stringing, a necklace is among
the most interesting finds (Figure 17-18). Though there are irregularities of form, the
necklace is composed of beads of nearly round shape and worked from a greenish,
marble-like stone; the beads were strung according to a definite order. Beginning at the
two ends with small ones, the beads become increasingly thicker at the center; the
necklace displaying this order of stringing has a distinctive character as the carefully
worked pleasure item of an advanced civilization. Together with these, cylindrical
wine-red beads worked from flint (Figure 19) were also recovered in quite large
numbers. As with the necklace, the scattered beads found together with the skeletons
show painstaking workmanship. Both groups of beads are the products of careful hand
craftsmanship.

There are also tiny beads of black and yellow color. These emerged as the result of
sifting the soil. Together with the others these beads, as in other branches of art, are
original products of a rich accumulation of culture.

Found in trenches A1 and A2 and worked from a soft stone of yellowish color, two
objects display a distinctive make-up from the standpoint of their characteristics
(Figure 20). Semi-globular in section, with slightly concave surfaces and rims profiled
by a narrow moulding, the stones in question do not have a form oriented towards the
necessities of every-day use. These stones are 9 mm in height ad have diameters
ranging from 35 cm to 42 cm; that they were uncovered at the same level as the burials
provides a hypothetical explanation of their probable function. It is possible to evaluate
these as “offering stones” of cultic purpose.

Kortik Tepe is a part of the system of advanced Neolithic culture represented in the
eastern half of Anatolia, from the 10th Millennium onwards, by such centres as Cayonii

756



Excavations at Kortik Tepe: 2000

(Ozdogan 1999: 35; Ozdogan 2000a:15), Nevali Cori (Hauptmann 1999:70),
Demirkdy (Rosenberg - Peasnall 1998: 197), and Hallan Cemi (Rosenberg 1994: 121;
Rosenberg 1999: 25). With the rich finds uncovered in excavations that are still in their
beginning phase, Kortik Tepe is of distinct importance. While displaying parallels with
contemporary settlements Kortik Tepe is, in its details, the representative of a more
advanced culture.
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