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Anahtar Kelimeler:  

 

MUSTAFA SAGIR IN TURKISH PRESS 

ABSTRACT 

Knowledge has been one of the most important weapons throughout the history. So, all states used 
this weapon on the battle fields. Britain, which was famous for using this weapon, sent Mustafa Sagir to Turkey 
as an Indian representative of Caliphate to end Grand Natioanal Assembly and to assassinate Mustafa Kemal 
during the National Struggle Period. Turkish Press played its role on disclosure of this conspiracy which was 
revealed by Turkish intelligence. Especially, all the statements of Indian spy during his trial were reported to 
Turkish public by Turkish press making them one of the main actors that made the triumph of National Struggle 
possible. 
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EXTENDED SUMMARY 

Purpose

The main purpose of this study is to take the intelligence activities during the National 
Struggle period into account in addition to military and political perspectives. We focused on seven 
different newspapers that covered the Mustafa Sagir case. Also this study emphasizes the importance 
of the intelligence activities to trigger new studies on the field.    

We put forward an example on how British Empire tried to utilize it intelligence services in 
Anatolia during the National Struggle Period to end the nationalist movement. Mustafa Sagir 
incidence is just an example among the many other acts of British intelligence agencies. This study 
offers a brief account of Mustafa Sagir incident, his life story, how he turned to be an agent working
on behalf of British Empire. Also the importance of intelligence activities during the National 
Struggle Period is tried to be stated. Also the effect of Ottoman intelligence services on this event is 
an important point. 

Methodology 

The main sources of this study are the newspapers and journals that covered the 
accounts of event, the statements of Mustafa Sagir and the representations of public opinion on the 
event.  In addition to the primary sources, a wide range of secondary literature on Mustafa Sagir 
incidence, and intelligence activities is deeply covered in this study.  

There are six chapters in this study including the introduction section. In the commencing 
als of this 

mission were to eliminate Mustafa Kemal and the Grand National Assembly. The second chapter 
covers the personality and career of Mustafa Sagir. The main sources of this chapter the periodicals. 

, and his experience in the British intelligence are 

he arrived to Ankara and the following events are followed in this chapter. The fifth chapter is about 

this chapter. The last chapter is about the execution of his capital punishment. Also the triumph of 
Turkish side is emphasized.  

Findings 

The main result of the endeavour of this article is that the British intelligence even though 
its strength could be defeated and its activities could be revealed by organization with less supplies 
and opportunities, which was the Grand National Assembly in Mustafa Sagir incidence. Also the 
symbolic power of the public press could hold an actual place in establishment of an organization to 
defeat a conspiracy of a greater power. The will of public is greater than the will of great occupant 
powers.  

The records of the Independence Tribunals, the articles of the newspapers, the reports of 
intelligence agencies offers the technics and methods of Mustafa Sagir in his missions of killing 

and confessions offers another view for this study.  

Also, we challenge the argument that the treaty of Mudros declared the end of Ottoman State. 
Because, the Mustafa Sagir incident offers a clear state mechanism that was on operation. His trial, 
questioning period and execution was processed within the borders, facilities and authority of a state 
mechanism. This mechanism claimed its legitimacy with the gathering of the Grand National 
Assembly. It could detect and eliminate the threats that were canalized by the enemy forces. This 
event also is an example of Ottoman officers acted very organized even though the authority of the 
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Ottoman State diminish and decreased within the borders of Istanbul. The Grand National Assembly 
was a continuation of the Ottoman State system and the former Ottoman officers carried their 
experiences to the Grand National Assembly. This event could trigger the argument that the roots of 
new nationalist government were very strong because they were the last parts of the chains of Turkish 
states throughout the history.   

Conclusion and Discussion 

Mustafa Sagir incidence is just an example among many of the intelligence battles 
throughout Anatolia during the National Struggle period. This study tries to attract the academic 
attention to this specific field.  The National Struggle can be rethought from the perspective of the 
historians of intelligence.  

Though the extraordinary conditions of the National Struggle period, the achievements in 
eld of intelligence.  

The Grand National Assembly defeated the British intelligence during the very early stage 
of the National Struggle. The main reason of this achievement was the experienced cadre of 
statesmen and soldiers in Ankara. As it was stated in the public press National Forces could operate 
and reveal the conspiracy with its very limited supplies and opportunities. 

 

  


