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Patricia CRONE
(28 Mart 1945-11 Temmuz 2015)

Islami ilimler bilhassa Islam tarihi alaninda yaptigi
sarkiyat caligmalari ile bilinen Danimarka asilli Ameri-
kalr arastirmaci Patricia Crone, 2011 yilinda teshis ko-
nulan akciger kanseri sebebiyle 11 Temmuz 2015’te
New Jersey, Princeton’da 70 yasinda 6ldii.

Patricia Crone, Danimarka’nin Lejre kentinin Kyn-
delose adli kasabasinda 28 Mart 1945’te diinyaya geldi.
1969 yilinda Kopenhag Universitesi'nde lisans egitimini
tamamladi. Ardindan Fransizca dgrenmek icin Paris’e
ve sonrasinda Ingilizceyi gelistirmek i¢in Londra’ya git-
meyi istedi. Londra’daki King’s College’da occasional student (misafir 6grenci)
olarak kabul edildi. Medieval European History (Ortagag Avrupa Tarihi)
okudu ve kilise-devlet iliskileri alaninda derslere devam etti. Londra Universi-
tesi School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS)’ta 6grenim gérmeye bas-
lad1. Burada Arapga, Farsca, Stiryanice 6grendi. SOAS’ta Bernard Lewis danis-
manliginda Emeviler déneminde mevali iizerine ¢alistig1 doktorasini 1974’de
bitirdi. Doktorasini bitirir bitirmez yine ayni tniversitede Warbung Insti-
tute’de arastirma gorevlisi olarak caligmaya basladi. 1977 yilinda Oxford Uni-
versitesi'nde Isldm tarihi alaninda Ogretim Gérevliligine ve yine ayni tiniver-
sitede Jesus College’de 6gretim iiyeligine bagladi. Burada on ti¢ sene ders ver-
dikten sonra Cambridge Universitesi'nde Islamic Studies (Islami ilimler) ala-
ninda Yardimci Dogent ve Gonville and Caius College’de 6gretim tiyesi olarak
calist1 (1990-1992). Ayni kurumda dogent olarak 1992-1994 yillarinda gorev
yapti. Patricia Crone, sonrasinda Cambridge Universitesi Faculty of the Insti-
tute’de 1994-1997 yillar1 arasinda dogent olarak caligmalarina devam etti. 1997
senesinde Princeton (the Institute for Advanced Study, School of Historical
Studies) ileri Aragtirmalar Enstitiisiinde Tarih Arastirmalari Fakiiltesi’nde
Andrew W. Mellon Vakfi onursal profesorii olarak gérev yapti. 1997 yilindan
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2014 senesinde gorevinden ayrilana kadar ayni kurumda emekli profesér ola-
rak calisti. Crone ayrica 2013°de Giorgio Levi Della Vida Medal for Excellence
in Islamic Studies (Islimi Caligmalar alaninda Kraliyet Odiiliine) ve 2014’de
Middle East Medievalists Yasam Boyu Bagar1 Odiiliine layik goriildii.

Patricia Crone, 2011’de kanser teshisi konuldugunda, kenevirin bu hastali-
g1 ilerlemesini yavaglattig: iddialarim titizlikle arastirmis ve yasal olarak sug
olmasina ragmen keneviri tedavi amagli kullanmistir. Belgesel yonetmeni olan
kiz kardesi Diana Crone Frank onun son zamanlarindaki bu siirecini kaydedip
For the Life of Me: Between Science and the Law belgesel filmini ¢ekmistir.
(2014)

Patricia Crone’un fikri anlamda temsil ettigi ekol kisaca Revizyonistler ola-
rak ifade edilen Revisionist School of Islamic Studies’dir. Bu grupta John
Wansbrough, Michael Cook, Fred Donner, Tom Holland, Giinter Liling isim-
leri de yer alir. Bu aragtirmacilar, Hz. Muhammed’in tarihsel olarak varligini
reddetmezler ve Kur’an’in Hz. Peygamber zamaninda indigini kabul ederler.
Ancak Patricia Crone, John Wansbrough ve John Burton hadislerin Kur’an’in
daha iyi anlagilmas: i¢cin Misliiman alimler tarafindan sonradan uyduruldu-
gunu iddia ederler. Ayrica Crone, Schacht ve Juynboll'un “backgrowth of is-
nads” isnadlarin geriye dogru biiyiimesi teorilerini benimser ve hadislerin hicri
100 yilindan énce Islam hakkinda dogru bilgi veremeyecegini savunur.'

Patricia Crone’un ilk kitabi1 Michael A. Cook ile birlikte kaleme aldig1 Ha-
garism: The Making of the Islamic World'diir (1977). Eserde IslAm hakkindaki
en erken Ermeni, Kipti, Grek, Pers kaynaklar: kullanilmis ancak Miisliimanlar
tarafindan yazilan metinlere itimat edilmemistir. Jonathan Brown, bu duru-
mun sebebini revizyonistlerin siipheci tavirlarindan dolay: Historical Critical
Methodunu (Téarihi Tenkit Metodu) erken donem Islim tarihine uygulamak
istemelerine dayandirmistir. Nitekim bu arastirmacilar, sadece Miislimanlar
tarafindan Hz. Peygamber’in vefatindan tam bir asir sonra yazilmaya baslani-
lan Hz. Peygamber’in hayati, mesaj1 ve toplumu hakkindaki kaynaklara itimat
etmezlerdi> Calisma, Islam’in Bizans ve Pers Imparatorluklarina kars: isyan
eden Arap-Yahudi kabilesi seklinde ortaya ¢iktig1 iddiasiyla baglamaktadir.
Crone ve Cook’un kendi ifadeleriyle Hz. Ibrahim’in cariyesi Hacer’e nisbetle
Haceriler denilen Araplarin kendi dinlerini Yahudilikten ayr1 bir sekilde mo-
noteist bir din olarak yeniden olusturduklarini ifade etmektedir.

Batida 6viilen, Islam kargithgr s6z konusu oldugunda atifta bulunulan bu
calismanin yazarlari, son yillarda Hagarism’deki bulgular: hatali bulmaktadur.
Crone, “Gengtik, bir sey bilmiyorduk. Kitap sadece bir hipotezdi, ikna edici
bulgu degildi. Bir yerlerin destegiyle yazdik. Su an bu tezin gecerli oldugunu

' Jonathan A. C. Brown, Hadith: Muhammad’s Legacy in the Medieval and Modern World,
Oxford: One World Publications, 2009, s. 221.

Brown, a.g.e., s. 221.
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diisiinmiiyorum” ifadelerini kullanmigtir. Ancak Ne Crone ne Cook eserdeki fi-
kirlerin gecersizligini kabul etmelerine ragmen herhangi bir diizeltmede bulun-
manusglardir.

Meccan Trade And The Rise Of Islam, (Princeton, U.S.A: Princeton Univer-
sity Press, 1987) kitab1 Islam’in Mekke’de degil Kuzey Arabistan’da dogdugu,
Kureyslilerin Mekke ile ilgisinin olmadig1 gibi iddialar1 barindirmaktadir. Bu
eser lizerine degerlendirme yazan Robert Bertram Serjeant (6. 1993) ¢aligmay1
karmasik, irrasyonel, mantiksiz bir polemik olarak degerlendirmis, Crone’'un
Arapga metinleri yanlis anlamasindan, onun Arabistan’in sosyal yapisini tam
anlamiyla idrak edememesinden dolay1 eserin anlagilmaz oldugunu ifade et-
mistir (“Meccan Trade and the Rise of Islam: Misconceptions and Flawed Po-
lemics”, Journal of the American Oriental Society, MX, 111, Temmuz-Eylil 1990,
ss. 472-486). Patricia Crone, bu degerlendirme hakkinda “Serjeant and Meccan
Trade,” adli makaleyi yazmustir (Arabica, XXIX, 1992, ss. 216-40). Cidde’de
bulunan Kral Abdulaziz Universitesi, Yunan ve Roma tarihi kisminda 6gretim
gorevlisi olan Amal Muhammed Rabi, yazarin bu kitabin1 Arapgaya terclime
etmis ve reddiye kaleme almistir. Améal Muhammed Riibi eserin hatalarla dolu
oldugunu ve IslAimi bazi kavramlar kii¢iik gormek amaciyla yazildigini ifade
etmistir (Yapilan bu tercime ve reddiye i¢in bk. Ticdretii Mekke ve Zuhiiru’l-
Islam, Cidde, ty.).

Crone, 1974 yilinda tamamladig1 doktora tezinin birinci bolimii tizerinde
1977 yilinda yeniden ¢alismaya basladi. Slaves on Horses: The Evolution of the
Islamic Polity (1980) ismini verdigi bu ¢alismasini 1980 yilinda tamamladi.
Cambridge Universitesi'ne gectikten sonra doktora tezinin ikinci bolimiini
calisarak Roman, Provincial and Islamic Law: The Origins of the Islamic Patro-
nate adiyla yayinladi (1987).

Oxford Universitesi’nde egitim verirken Martin Hinds (v. 1988) ile birlikte
Islam’da dini otoritenin en erken kavrami olan halife {izerine arastirma yapti
ve bu ¢aligmanin tiriinii olan God’s Caliph: Religious Authority in the First Cen-
turies of Islam kitab1 1986 yilinda basildi. Martin Hinds ile ortak ¢alismasi olan
bu kitabin giris boliimii “Halifetullah” adiyla Mehmet Azimli ve Ali Akay ta-
rafindan terciime edilmistir (Dicle Universitesi Ilahiyat Fakiiltesi Dergisi, IX,
2007, 2 ss. 167-188).

Medieval Islamic Political Thought (2005). Edinburgh University Press;
2004 adli galismast Amerika’da God’s Rule: Government and Islam -Six Centu-
ries of Medieval Islamic Political Thought adiyla basilmistir (Columbia Univer-
sity: 2004). Hakan Kéni tarafindan Ortagag Islam Diisiincesinde Siyasi Diisiince
olarak dilimize terciime dilmistir (Kap1 yayinlart: Istanbul, 2007). Yard. Dog.
Dr. Abdullah Taha Imamoglu bu terciimenin degerlendirmesini yazmustir (Is-
tanbul Universitesi Ilahiyat Fakiiltesi Dergisi, XXX, 2014, s. 260-267).
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Patricia Crone’un diger kitaplar: ise sunlardir: Shmuel Moreh ile ortak ¢a-
lismasi, The Book of Strangers: Medieval Arabic Graffiti on the Theme of Nostal-
gia (1999) Princeton Series on the Middle-East; Fritz Zimmermann ile ortak
calismasi The Epistle of Salim Ibn Dhakwan (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2001), Pre-Industrial Societies: Anatomy of the Pre-Modern World (2003), From
Kawad to al-Ghazali: religion, law and political thought in the Near East, c. 600-
c. 1100 (1dershot: Ashgate, 2005), From Arabian Tribes to Islamic Empire: Army,
State and Society in the Near East c. 600-850 (2008), The Nativist Prophets of
Early Islamic Iran: Rural Revolt and Local Zoroastrianism Cambridge Univer-
sity Press (2012).

Patricia Crone’un kaleme aldig1 makalelerin® bazilar ise sunlar: “Islam, Ju-
deo-Christianity and Byzantine Iconoclasm,” Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and
Islam, ii, 1980, ss. 59-95; “Jahili and Jewish Law: the Qasama,” Jerusalem Studies
in Arabic and Islam, IV, 1984, ss. 153-201; “The Tribe and the State,” States in
History, Oxford 1986, ss. 48-77; “A Practical Guide to the Study of Islamic Law-
Tradition (Hadith)”, Provincial and Islamic Law: The Origins of the Islamic Pat-
ronate, Cambridge 1987, ss. 23-34; “On the Meaning of the Abbasid Call to al-
Rida,” The Islamic World, Essays in Honor of Bernard Lewis, ed. C. E. Bosworth
and others, Princeton 1989, ss. 95-111; “Even an Ethiopian Slave’: The Trans-
formation of a Sunni Tradition,” Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African
Studies, VII, 1994, ss. 59-67; “Were the Qays and Yemen of the Umayyad Pe-
riod Political Parties?,” Der Islam, XXI, 1994, ss. 1-57; “The First-Century Con-
cept of Higra,” Arabica, xli, 1994, ss. 352-87; “Two Legal Problems Bearing on
the Early History of the Qur'an,” Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and Islam, 18,
1994, ss. 1-37; “The Rise of Islam in the World,” Cambridge Illustrated History
of the Islamic World (ed. F. Robinson), Cambridge, 1996, ss. 2-31; “The Abbasid
Abna'and Sasanid Cavalrymen,” Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, 8, 1998, ss.
1-19; “The Early Islamic World,” War and Society in the Ancient and Medieval
Worlds (ed. K. Raaflaub ve N. Rosenstein), Cambridge,1999, ss. 309-32; “The
Significance of Wooden Weapons in the Revolt of al-Mukhtar and the Abbasid
Revolution,” Studies in Honour of Clifford Edmund Bosworth, 1, Leiden 2000,
ss. 174-85; “Ninth-Century Muslim Anarchists,” Past and Present 167, 2000, ss.
3-28; “The Kharijites and the Caliphal Title,” Studies in Islamic and Middle
Eastern Texts and Traditions in Memory of Norman Calder, Oxford 2000, ss.
85-91; “Shiira as an Elective Institution,” Quaderni di Studi Arabi, 19, 2001, ss.
3-39; “What was al-Farabi’s Imamic Constitution?,” Arabica, 50, 2003, ss. 306-
21; “The Pay of Client Soldiers,” Der Islam, 80, 2003, ss. 284-300; “Al- Farab1’s
Imperfect Constitutions,” Mélanges de I'Université Saint-Joseph, 57, 2004, ss.

3 Patricia Crone’un makalelerinin neredeyse tamami Hanna Siurua editérliigiinde Patricia

Crone's Collected Studies in Three Volumes adiyla tg cilt halinde yeniden basild1. The
Qur’anic Pagans and Related Matters, Islam, the Ancient Near East and Varieties of Godless-
ness, The Iranian Reception of Islam: The Non-Traditionalist Strands, Brill, 2016.
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191-228; “Mawali and the Prophet's Family: an Early Shi'ite View,” Patronate
and Patronage in Early and Classical Islam (ed. M. Bernards ve J. Nawas), Lei-
den 2005, ss. 167-94; “How did the Quranic Pagans Make a Living?,” Bulletin
of the School of Oriental and African Studies, 68, 2005, ss. 387-99; “Post-
Colonialism in Tenth-Century Islam,” Der Islam, 83, 2006, ss. 2-38; “Imperial
Trauma: the Case of the Arabs,” Common Knowledge, 12, 2006, ss. 107-16;
“Abu Said al-Hadri and Theodicy,” Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and Islam, 31,
2006, ss. 92-106; “Quraysh and the Roman Army: Making Sense of the Meccan
Leather Trade,” Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, 70, 2007,
ss. 63-88; “The Ancient Near East and Islam: the Case of Lot Casting,” (A. Sil-
verstein ile birlikte) Journal of Semitic Studies, 55, 2010, ss. 433-50; “The Reli-
gion of the Qur'anic Pagans: God and the Lesser Deities,” Arabica, 57, 2010, ss.
151-200; “Abt Tammam on the Mubayyida,” Fortresses of the Intellect: Ismaili
and Other Islamic Studies in Honour of Farhad Daftary (ed. Omar Ali-de-Un-
zaga), London 2011, ss. 167-88; “The Book of Watchers in the Qur'an,”
Exchange and Transmission across Cultural Boundaries: Philosophy, Mysticism
and Science in the Mediterranean (ed. H. Ben-Shammai, S. Shaked ve S.
Stroumsa), Jerusalem: The Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities 2013,
ss. 16-51; “Traditional Political Thought,” Islamic Political Thought: An Intro-
duction (ed. Gerhard Bowering), Princeton/Oxford: Princeton University
Press, 2015, ss. 238-251; “ ‘Jihad’: Idea and History,” Cosmopolis, 2015/1, ss. 99-
104; “What do we actually know about Mohammed?”, Open Democracy, June
10, 2008.
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